Partial splenoportal and superior mesenteric venous thrombosis. Early sonographic diagnosis and successful conservative management.
A 61-yr-old woman presented with acute severe pain in the upper abdomen. Within a few hours after admission, diagnosis of partial splenoportal and superior mesenteric venous thrombosis was made by ultrasonography. This thrombosis appeared to be the first sign of a previously unsuspected essential thrombocythemia. Early sonographic diagnosis made possible the prompt institution of conservative treatment. Total thrombosis of the splenoportal system could be prevented. Major surgery was avoided and the outcome was uneventful.